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MARY KAY INC.
Cancer Awareness, Prevention and Education

· Mary Kay Inc. has been involved in fundraising for cancer research since 1987, during which time more than $5 million has been granted.

· The company has promoted cancer awareness among the company's independent sales force and corporate employees.  Mary Kay Ash Charitable Foundation has distributed self-breast exam shower cards and educational materials to the sales force.

· In September 1993, the employees at Mary Kay Inc. honored the company's 30th anniversary by donating money to help fund St. Paul Medical Center's newest mobile screening unit, The Mary Kay Ash - St. Paul Medical Center Mobile Health Screening Program.  The mobile unit offers convenient and affordable health care services to area businesses, industries, churches, schools, civic organizations and medically under-served neighborhoods.

· In 1995, Mary Kay was a sponsor for Expedition Inspiration, a fund-raiser benefiting The Breast Cancer Fund.  A group of 17 breast cancer survivors climbed a 25,000-foot mountain in Argentina for grants benefiting breast cancer research, support, and patient advocacy.  Approximately $1.5 million was raised during the year.

· Established in 1996, the Mary Kay Ash Charitable Foundation, a non-profit public foundation, provides research funding for leading cancers affecting women, including breast cancer.  Since then, 26 grants have been awarded totaling $2.6 million.

In its inaugural year 1997, the Foundation awarded its first grants totaling $500,000 to noted cancer researchers.  In 2000 and again in 2001, the Foundation awarded another $500,000 in grants.  The 2000 grant recipients are: Douglas Bishop, Ph.D. of the University of Chicago; Douglas Faller, Ph.D., M.D. of Boston University School of Medicine; Joanna Groden, Ph.D. of the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine; Shawn Holt, Ph.D. of the Medical College of Virginia at Virginia Commonwealth University and Pengbo Zhou, Ph.D. of Weill Medical College of Cornell University. The 2001 grant recipients are: David M. Euhus, M.D. of the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center; Shuk-mei Ho, Ph.D. of the University of Massachusetts Medical School; Igor Roninson, Ph.D. of the University of Illinois at Chicago; Atul Bedi, M.D. of The Johns Hopkins University Oncology Center and Seah Lim, M.D. of the Albany Medical College.

· In 2001, sales force contributions amounted to more than $200,000 to the Mary Kay Ash Charitable Foundation.  Other cancer research fund-raising efforts have included book proceeds and the sale of ink pens and bookmarks.  Past recipients of corporate donations in addition to St. Paul Medical Center, include organizations such as the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Fund, the Breast Cancer Fund and the American Cancer Society.

· At the direction of Mary Kay Ash, Mary Kay Inc. provided substantial legislative assistance in passing legislation supporting insurance coverage of mammograms in the state of Texas and has twice served as honorary chairman of the Texas Breast Screening Project.  In addition, she has been involved in establishing regulatory and quality assurance standards for mammography equipment and training procedures for medical personnel in Texas.
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